Youth, Digital
Safety, and the Law:

Perceptions of Online Sexual and
Gender-Based Violence in Sri Lanka

As part of the Digital Dystopia project, the Centre for Equality
and Justice (CEJ) designed and conducted an online rapid poll
among youth to examine their perceptions of laws relating to
digital security and Technology-Facilitated Sexual and Gender-
Based Violence (TFSGBV), also known as Online Sexual and
Gender-Based Violence (OSGBV). This studyrespondsto growing
concerns around the rapid expansion of TFSGBYV, alongside a
sharp rise in reported TFSGBYV cases, including a 460% increase
recorded in 2020.



The survey was conducted online islandwide
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66 Familiarity with the term Online Sexual and
Gender Based Violence (OSGBYV)

YES NO WAL
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501 205

(5(5 Online Safety Act (OSA)
No. 09 of 2024
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3 out of 4 people

don’t understand OSA & SGBV
This creates a serious awareness gap.
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66 Taken privacy steps to avoid OSGBV

431 275

66 Recognizing
OSGBYV online
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66 Identifying types of OSGBV

Unwanted sexual texts RIRIEA
Non-consensual sharing B[W/0}3
Sextortion RE[eWIe1A
Deepfakes [lefyiZ

Doxxing MW/}

Image-based abuse MW/

Hate speech -RJ:}A

Threats of sexual violence ReEJo}/A

Impersonation KEk{elA

Cyberstalking WeW¥ i
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66 Knowledge on laws and policies related to
Online safety or OSGBYV in Sri Lanka
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6 Awareness and education on
OSGBYV in Sri Lanka

2 Education Sector General Public s

8% Adequate Qo
14, Somewhat adequate 130

64 Not adequate 659%

66 Trends of reporting incidents of
OSGBYV on Social Media 4

Yes, once 259%

Yes, more than once 389%
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66 Effective ways of raising awareness on
OSGBV among youth

Public service

News media
" announcement

coverage a

Educational
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" programs

and training ‘1

Social media
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66 Knowledge on reporting mechanisms
in Sri Lanka for OSGBV
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Gender and Age-Based Analysis of Youth Perceptions and
Awareness of Online Sexual and Gender-Based Violence

with special focus on the women participation

Familiarity with the term Online Sexual and 1 YES L) 206 15
Gender based Violence (OSGBV) o NO ks 83 9

YES 9/ 268 20

Recognizing
OSGBV online " NO ms

Taken Privacy steps to 1 YES [AZ 149 18
avoid 0SBV & No BT P .

Online Safety Act ’ YES [4 218 19
No. 09 of 2024 & no B - 6
Trends of Reporting Incidents ’ YES [V 160 17
of OSGBV on Social Media ¢ Nl 122 129 -
Reporting mechanism for OSGBV 1 YES 61 39 7
using external institutions L No RS 250 18
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